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The Remarkable Inventions of Walter 
Mortinson 

By Quinn Sosna-Spear 

Walter is a boy who lives in a factory town filled with 
smog. The people around him discourage curiosity 
and expect him to become a mortician just like his 
mother before him. In spite of these less-than-
promising circumstances, his irrepressible need to 
invent and the legacy of his father lead him on a 
journey to find the most famous inventor in the 
world. With the help of a one-eyed girl named 
Cordelia and many fantastical characters along the 
way, Walter experiences incredible adventures. 
However, when tragedy strikes Walter must choose 
between his dreams and the people that he loves.  

This is a story that explores the pain of death, the 
power of hope, and the importance of creating 
remarkable inventions. 

About the Author 

The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson is 
Quinn Sosna-Spear’s first novel. However, she is no 
stranger to the written word. Sosna-Spear has 
written plays, films, and virtual reality projects. She 
was inspired by the tragic death of her mother during her childhood to write this deep and moving story 
of Walter and his remarkable inventions. 

Getting Started 

You can find The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson at your local or school library, or at local or 
online bookstores. It’s also available as an ebook. 
 

A Special Note for Readers (and Teachers and Parents/Guardians): 
As you read Quinn Sosna Spear’s Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson, you will notice that the 
story often deals with the topic of death. As the son of a mortician, Walter’s way of dealing with the 
dead may seem unsettling, confusing or unconventional to some readers. This may be especially true 
for those who have experienced grief or trauma or those who are triggered by the topic of 
death.  Before reading please consider how you may prepare yourself (or your student or child) for any 
feelings or emotions that this book may provoke. As with any other book, as you read, reach out to a 
trusted adult for guidance with any questions, concerns, or confusion you may have. 
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While You’re Reading 
 
Every good story is full of captivating characters, timeless and timely themes, significant settings, pivotal 
plot points, and vivid vocabulary that combine to engage our brains and our hearts. In this section of the 
website, you will find activities that invite you to dig deeper into each of these literary elements for a 
better understanding and enjoyment of the book. 

To aid your investigation, save our “Writing While You Read” guide (see pages 19 and 20), with helpful 
tips on keeping a reading journal and annotating a book while you read. 
 

Respond to the following prompts in your reading journal as you read (or re-read!) Part 1 (pp 1-155) of 
The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson: 

 

 The key way a writer 
helps his or her readers 
connect with a story is 
through its characters. 
Which qualities, 
behaviors, and choices 
do you think make 
some characters more 
appealing than others? 
To help you answer this 
question with specific 
evidence from the 
book, use the 
Character Grid you’ll 
find on pages 21 and 
22 below (and you can 
make extra copies of 
page 22 if you need 
them). Tuck it inside 
your book, and, each 
time you meet a new character, take a minute to jot down the name and your initial observations 
about him or her on your Character Grid. Be sure to revisit your Grid every few chapters or so, too! 
There may be more ideas you want to add as you get to know each character better. 

 

 The author describes the children in Walter’s town as “human cogs in a foggy factory town 
machine…. Boys and girls [are] raised to believe that they should care about nothing more than 
doing what they [are] told” (5). 

 
o What does the author want you to understand about the town’s attitude towards children from 

this quote? 
o How is Walter different from the other children? Give examples from the text. 
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 Symbolism is when an author uses an object to represent something else like a person, a place, 
some other object, or an abstract idea. It is a type of figurative language that writers use to deepen 
meaning and feeling in their writing. 

 
In the story, the town of Moormouth is a town that, “[is] stuffed with smog, like an overburdened 
teddy bear. The smog force[s] you to squint past the layer of gray until the equally colorless 
buildings [come] into view” (30). 
 
o What does the symbol of fog represent in the story? 
o How does the description of the town covered in gray make you feel as you’re reading? Explain 

your thinking. 
 

 Point of view in literature is the perspective from which a story is narrated. In the case of The 
Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson, the novel is told in shifting third-person limited point 
of view.  This means that a narrator tells us the events of the story from a particular character’s 
perspective and shares that character’s thoughts and feelings about those events. However, the 
author writes from different characters’ perspectives, alternating throughout the book. 
 
o Why do you think the author chose to write the book from various points of view? 
o How would your understanding of Walter’s character be different if the book were written in 

first person from Walter's point-of-view? (Hint: First person point of view means that we are 
able to hear the events of the story directly from the character's perspective and voice. 
Pronouns like “I” and “me” are used in first person point of view.) 
 

 When Walter’s father, Max, first came to Moormouth he invented vacuums that sucked up the 
smog from the town. “For the first time in a long time, Moormouthians could truly see the sun and 
it gave them hope that, perhaps, not everything was so hazy after all” (39). 

 
o Why did the town have more hope when the sky was clear and not so gray?  
o As you read the book, record other examples of how Walter’s father provided hope to different 

characters in the story. 
 

 When Walter goes to the junkyard, the author explains that most people view the garbage as “a 
great mound of forgotten promises and misplaced dreams.”  However, Walter feels differently 
about the garbage: “For him, this place [is] a glittering paint palette of opportunity” (71). 
 
o What opportunities does Walter see in the junkyard?  
o What does the author want us to understand about how Walter views the world that is 

different from the people around him? 
 

 In a state of anger and frustration, Walter’s mother stomps on his frog invention. “She pick[s] up 
her foot to reveal the remains of the collapsed frog. Walter push[s] down the lump in his throat” 
(74). 

 
This last phrase is an idiom, a type of figurative language in which the phrase means something 
different from the literal definitions of each word in the phrase. 
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o What does it mean to push down a lump in your throat? Why does the author choose to use 
this particular idiom? 

o Think of idioms you hear in everyday life. How do they help communicate certain ideas or 
feelings?  

 

 After running his car through a swarm of butterflies, the author tells us that, “Walter [doesn’t] 
mind dead things so much anymore, but he desperately hate[s] making them that way. Why, he’d 
walk a good twenty feet out of the way just to avoid tromping on a trail of ants” (103). Due to these 
feelings, Walter is adamant that he and Cordelia hold a ceremonial funeral to recognize the death 
of the creatures. 

 
What experiences has Walter had in the past that influence his behavior in this moment? 

 

 A literary device is a tool that writers use to help readers understand ideas more clearly or deeply. 
One device that many authors use in literature is a “flashback”. Flashbacks are interruptions in the 
plot of the story that take us to an event that has happened before the events of the main story 
(and sometimes before the main story begins). Throughout the book, the author takes us back in 
time to when Walter’s parents were traveling on the same path as Walter. 
 
o Why do you think that the author uses a flashback before Walter enters each new town in the 

story? 
o What do the flashbacks help us understand about Walter’s mother? 
o If you were writing your own story about a time in your life, what flashbacks might you need to 

include so that the reader could understand you (and your story) better? 
 
Respond to the following prompts in your reading journal as you read (or re-read!) Part 2 (pp 156-324) 
of The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson: 
 

 As Walter creates the hot-air balloon, Cordelia feels overwhelmed by the dead butterflies and tells 
Walter that she can’t help him. Walter responds, “Cordelia Primpet. You are one of the bravest 
people I’ve ever known. You can do this” (181). 
 
o Why is death so difficult for Cordelia? 
o Do you think creating the hot-air balloon out of dead insects is a brave act? 
o What does bravery mean to you? 
o Overall, do you believe Cordelia is brave? What examples show that she does or does not have 

courage? 
 

 As Walter takes off in the hot-air balloon, the author uses imagery to help the reader “see” the 
magnificent balloon. “Those below [are] in awe of the sight-- the butterflies [glow], like a gorgeous 
kaleidoscope, spinning with warm colors, contrasting the stark strips of black. In a moment of 
ingenuity, Walter had even affixed dead flies to the top with long, rigid wires, making it appear as if 
they [are] the ones carrying the craft toward the moon” (194). 
 
o Sketch a picture of the image you see in your mind after reading the quote above. 
o What words did the author use to create this image in your mind? 
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o What mood or emotion does the author create in this quote? What specific words or phrases in 
the quote evoke those feelings in you, the reader? 

 

 It is clear that Walter is the hero of the story. Is Flasterborn the villain of the story? 
 
o What characteristics do villains have in other stories you’ve read? Make a list. 
o Using the list of characteristics, determine if Flasterborn is a villain. Give 2-3 examples from the 

text to support your thinking. 
 

 In what ways does Moormouth compare to other towns in the book? Pick one of the towns Walter 
visits on his journey and compare/contrast it to his hometown of Moormouth. Then draw a Venn 
diagram (see pages 23 and 24 below) to 
organize the similarities and differences 
between these two settings. 

 
 When Walter finally meets Flasterborn, 

he asks Walter to solve the riddle of the 
box that Max had left him. Walter 
responds, “I think that some things 
aren’t meant to be known. 
Perhaps...the point of it is that we do 
not know, and that’s the loveliness of 
it” (256). 

What lesson do you think the box was 
meant to teach Flasterborn? 

 In Chapter 29, the author tells us that 
Cordelia had always hated that books 
ended and been afraid of her own story 
ending. She only realizes as she is 
walking the tightrope above the ground that, “there [are] no pages before the beginning either. 
Perhaps that [is] it, she [thinks]. It [is] exciting to begin, and the end [is] just the same” (293). 
 
o What do you think Cordelia means by this? 
o Why would the author include this in the book? 
o What does she want you to understand about life? 

 

 At the beginning of the book, the author, Quinn Sosna-Spear, includes a note about her mother. 
She explains that her mother was very sick and died when the author was young. 
 
o How do you think the author’s experiences as a child affected the story? 
o What specific examples from the text are easier to understand if you have read the author’s 

note? 
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Getting to the Root 

 
English is a living language. It 
changes and grows all the time. One 
of the best ways to understand the 
history of the English language and 
to unlock the meanings of unfamiliar 
words is to learn Latin and Greek 
word parts. As you study biology, you 
will learn more and more of these 
word parts, and once you know 
them, you will begin to recognize 
them in all kinds of words—and 
you'll find that your knowledge of 
those word parts will help you 
decipher the meanings of unfamiliar 
words.  

Roots are the "base" of plants, and Latin and Greek roots form the base of many English words. For 
example, the Latin root audi means “to hear.” How many modern English words can you think of that 
include the root audi?   

 

Next, take a look at each word part below. Beside each part is a word from The Remarkable Inventions 
of Walter Mortinson containing that word part. You can find the word in context on the page number in 
parentheses. 

 mech – mechanism (4) 
 fect – infectious (27) 
 mono – monocle (33) 
 quot –  quota (59) 
 cata – catastrophe (125) 
 path - sympathetic (251) 

1. Can you determine the meaning of the root from your knowledge of the word beside it? 
2. If not, think of other words that you know that also contain that root. What do those words have in 

common? Based on that common element, can you figure out the meaning of the root? 
3. If you're still stumped, check out this list of Latin and Greek roots.  
4. Now that you know the meaning of the root, how many words can you generate that use the root? 
5. Once you understand the meaning of the root, you'll find that even your understanding and 

appreciation of familiar words will deepen and grow when you think about how that root works in 
those words. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Greek_and_Latin_roots_in_English
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Words, Words, Words 
 

The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson is full of great words. Below is a list of some of the 
words from the book that may be unfamiliar to you, along with the page number on which each word 
appears in the story. Be sure to follow the steps below for other words in the book that are new to you. 

 loping (7) 
 despotism(16) 
 facade (32) 
 reminiscence (41) 
 permeated (45) 
 gait (53) 
 furtive (59) 
 fortuitous (105) 
 bulbous (116) 
 akimbo (186) 
 crestfallen (238) 
 dahlia (275) 
 idly (294) 
 obituary (298) 
 catawampus (304) 

Before you look these words up in a dictionary—or ask someone what they mean—try working through 
the following steps: 
1. Generate a list of other words that share one or more of the same word parts. What do the words 

on the list have in common? Are there any clues from those commonalities that you can use to help 
figure out the meaning of the unknown word? Hint: Some word parts—as they appear in English 
words—have multiple meanings as we look back at the Latin and Greek, in part because of changes 
that have occurred in the words over the years. For example, does the "ped-" in "pedestrian" mean 
the same thing as the "ped" in "pediatrician"? Where there is possible confusion, or when you 
don’t see familiar word parts, context clues (see step 2) are extremely important.  

2. Go back and reread the word in its context. This context includes the sentence in which you find 
the word, but you should also read one or two sentences both before and after the appearance of 
the word. What context clues do you find that might unlock the meaning of the word for you?  

3. Make your best guess at the meaning of the word. 
4. Look up the definition in a dictionary. Be sure to also look for information about the word's origin. 

This information will often contain the Latin or Greek word from which the word is derived.  
5. How close was your guess?  

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://dictionary.reference.com/
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Explore 
 
Our world is full of connections—between people, places, and events. In this section of the website, you 
will find activities that uncover some important connections—in history, geology, engineering, 
technology, and physics — between The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson and our world. 
 

Dig Deep: Rocks, Minerals, and Mining 

After being dragged into the mine, Walter observes that, “The most notable thing in the mine [is] a vast 
river of glowing green rock bleeding through it.... This is what they [mine] for, the mysterious stone, just 
like the nugget Walter holds gripped in his palm” (163). The precious stone in the novel is a fantastic 
mineral that doesn’t exist in real life. However, there are many captivating rocks and minerals that do 
exist in our world. Explore the resources below to learn more about earth science and the actual process 
of mining that is used to retrieve the amazing specimens from below the ground.   
 

 Discover the basics about rocks and minerals on this website. 
 

 Watch a short video to learn more 
about rocks and how they are 
formed. 

 
 Examine everyday uses for rocks 

and minerals in this interactive 
activity. 

 
 Explore various games and quizzes 

about minerals. 
 

 Find out how caves are formed in 
this video. 

 

 Read interesting facts about mining on this webpage. 
 

 Delve into this article to learn the history of the California Gold Rush. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

 In the book, the leader of the miners is named Galena. Using the resources above, research the 
properties of this rock and determine why you think the author chose to give the character this 
particular name.  

 What are other examples of names in the text that have particular symbolic meanings? 

 How do we use rocks and minerals in our everyday lives? Give 4-5 examples. 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/us/earth/rocks-and-minerals/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9bbkqt/articles/zsgkdmn
http://www.onegeology.org/extra/kids/rocks_and_minerals.html
http://www.onegeology.org/extra/kids/rocks_and_minerals.html
https://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/thezone/minerals/games.htm
https://www.britannica.com/video/22218/Creation-caves-groundwater
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/education/teachers/activities/soudan_mine/miningfacts.html
https://www.history.com/topics/westward-expansion/gold-rush-of-1849
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Just Keep Floating: The History and Engineering of Parades 

On their journey, Walter and Cordelia 
witness the magic of the Solstice 
Parade. “The shapes [come] into view. 
They [are] floats….Now that Walter is 
close, he realize[s] that the parade [is] 
as long as his two eyes (or Cordelia’s 
one) [can] see, and he [is] now blocked 
by its path” (127).  The parade is 
mentioned several times throughout 
the book and is important to many of 
the characters. 

Parades have been a time-honored 
tradition around the world. Check out 
the links below to discover the history 
of parades and the engineering science behind parade floats. 

 Learn about the history of parades by reading this article or examining this account. 
 

 Examine the history of parade floats on this webpage. 
 

 Explore basic facts about parade floats including their history and how they are designed. 
 

 Discover how parade floats are created and used in modern parades. 
 

 Read facts about one of the most famous parade in the United States, the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade.   

 

 Investigate real world directions and diagrams for how to build a parade float. 

 

If you had the opportunity to build a parade float, what would it look like? Make a simple sketch or 
illustration of your float.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signsandengraving.net/parades/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/parade-the-words-history-on-parade
https://americanhistory.si.edu/holidays-on-display/parade-float-style
https://www.encyclopedia.com/manufacturing/news-wires-white-papers-and-books/parade-float
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP-fNw1irJE
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/parent-child/macys-thanksgiving-day-parade-trivia.html
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59947489f5e231ae758235c8/t/59b826de0abd04a3383a1118/1505240799562/How+to+Build+a+Parade+Float.pdf
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Discover the World of Inventions 

At the beginning of the book, Walter is described as being able to “to squeeze the entire universe--all of 
her stars and possibilities between 
his ears…. Which is important 
because he ha[s] vast things to 
think about: Walter [is] an 
inventor” (2). The ability to create 
and tinker is an innate ability for 
Walter, just as it had been for his 
father. 

The world around us has advanced 
because of inventors like Walter. 
Delve into the links below to 
discover inventors and inventions 
that have made our world what it 
is today. 

 

 Discover a mistake that became life-saving invention. 
 

 Read about the amazing invention of the telephone by Alexander Graham Bell. 
 

 Learn about modern inventors who have been inducted into the National Inventors Hall of 
Fame. 
 

 Create an invention through tinkering with this fun online activity. (This activity requires Adobe 
Flash Player.) 
 

 Match the inventors with their invention by playing this matching game.  (This game requires 
Adobe Flash Player.) 
 

 Play a game to identify inventions throughout history. (This game requires Adobe Flash Player.) 
 

Reflection Question  
 

 Which of Walter’s inventions do you think is the most remarkable? Explain why you chose this 
particular invention. 

 

 

 

https://youngzine.org/news/technology/pacemaker-mistake-leads-miracle
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/telephone/
https://www.invent.org/inductees
https://www.invent.org/inductees
https://invention.si.edu/tinker-ball
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/social_studies_games/inventor-games/inventors-which-one.html
http://planeta42.com/history/inventions/
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Up, Up and Away in a Hot-Air Balloon 

The hot-air balloon that Walter creates is an important vehicle in his journey to Flaster Isle. “All the 
balloons but one [rise] upward, their flickering fires adding to the light of the stars. Walter rushe[s]… He 
flick[s] his flame as high as it [will] go, and the onlookers [are] astonished to see the balloon finally 
inflate” (194).  

Visit the links below to learn more about the fascinating science and history of hot-air balloons. 

 
 Learn fun facts about hot air 

balloons.  
 

 Read an article about the first 
hot-air balloon.  
 

 Discover the science behind 
how hot air balloons work.  
 

 Identify important technical 
vocabulary regarding hot-air 
balloons. 
 

 View a short video that 
explores the physics of hot-
air balloons. 
 

 Participate in a fun science activity to explore how hot-air balloons inflate. 
 

 Simulate the flight of a hot-air balloon using a burner and vents to control the flight. (This 
simulation requires Adobe Flash Player.) 

 
Reflection Questions 
 

 Now that you have learned more about hot air balloons, why do you think people are so 
interested in them? 

 
 Based on what you've learned, what is most interesting to you about hot air balloons? 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/hot-air-balloons.html
https://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/hot-air-balloons.html
https://www.space.com/16595-montgolfiers-first-balloon-flight.html
https://www.space.com/16595-montgolfiers-first-balloon-flight.html
https://www.explainthatstuff.com/how-hot-air-balloons-work.html
https://www.explainthatstuff.com/how-hot-air-balloons-work.html
http://www.chm.bris.ac.uk/webprojects2003/hetherington/final/Hot_air_balloon_parts.html
http://www.chm.bris.ac.uk/webprojects2003/hetherington/final/Hot_air_balloon_parts.html
https://mocomi.com/hot-air-balloon/
https://www.jumpstart.com/common/hot-air-balloon-view
https://www.eduplace.com/kids/hmsc/activities/simulations/gr4/unite.html
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Create 
 
An important part of learning is having the chance to produce something of your own. Here you will find 
engaging projects that connect with the novel and that allow your creative abilities to shine.  
 

Reimagine an Invention 

Walter often visits the junkyard to find inspiration for new inventions, “He...prefer[s] not to think of 
these sorts of things as ‘broken’ per se. For him they [are] just yet unreimagined” (72). 
 
Now it’s your turn to find inspiration from “junk”! Follow the steps below to create an invention out of 
recycled or discarded material. 

1. Brainstorm ideas for an invention that would be helpful to you, your family members, or friends. 
2. Choose an invention idea and draw a diagram of your invention. Be sure to label the parts of the 

invention. 
3. Make a plan with the steps 

you will need to take to create 
your invention. 

4. Search your house for used 
items that you can use to 
make your invention. 
(IMPORTANT NOTE: Make 
sure you ask an adult’s 
permission before using any 
items.) 

5. Create your invention using 
the materials you have 
collected. 

6. Test your invention. 
7. Problem solve if parts of your 

invention don’t work as 
planned.  

8. Share your invention with a 
friend or family member. 
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The Bogey Man 

When Cordelia erupts from the 
garbage looking like a monster, 
she reminds Dreg of the 
Titanous Termitonous. 
“Perhaps you have heard of the 
boogeyman--an ugly, fellow 
who lives below children’s beds 
and munches their toes when 
they fall asleep… the 
Termitonous is a woman-size 
termite, dredged up from the 
depths of the Pit” (151-152). 
The Titanous Termitonous is 
Shrew’s Borough’s version of 
the  bogeyman (or boogeyman).  The idea of a bogeyman is common to various cultures around the 
world.  

Check out this website to learn more about different bogeyman myths. Then follow the steps below to 
write your own myth. 

1. Write a description of a bogeyman you have created in your mind. Make sure to include: 
 the name of your monster, 
 a physical description of your monster, 
 the personality of your monster, and 
 how your monster pranks or frightens humans. 

2. After you have written the description of your bogeyman, draw a picture of the monster to go with 
your paragraph. 

3. Share your description and illustration with a friend or family member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

https://mythology.net/mythical-creatures/bogeyman/
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The Hero’s Journey 
 
Walter’s story follows a common structure in literature called the hero’s journey. This structure follows 
similar steps that a character goes through to achieve his/her goal. 
 

 Watch this short video to better understand the steps of the hero’s journey. 

 Map Walter’s journey (but keep in mind that his journey may not match every step that you see 
on the templates below. It’s OK to leave some of the steps blank): 

o Fill out an interactive hero’s journey template on the Readwritethink website (this 
requires Adobe Flash player). Click on the icons to fill out the steps of Walter’s journey, 
or 

o Download and complete this hero’s journey graphic organizer. 

Now that you fully understand the hero’s journey structure, it’s your turn to create your own hero and 
their journey. 

 Design a comic strip that tells an original story, with each frame representing one of the steps in 
the hero’s journey.  

 Remember that comic strips often use speech and thought bubbles along with their captions to 
fully communicate the depth of the characters and their narrative.  

 Share your comic with a friend or family member. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   

.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-makes-a-hero-matthew-winkler#review
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/herosjourney/heros_journey.html
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/2084/0507/files/HeroJourneyChart.pdf?4013298456144138600
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Reflect & Connect Prompts 

 
In Duke TIP’s online Book Club, the “Reflect & Connect” prompts provide an opportunity for students to 
share their ideas about the book with other Duke TIP students. You may choose to record your 
responses to these questions in your Reading Journal, or you can use them to talk about the book with 
friends or classmates who have also read it. 

Ms. Wartlebug 
 
Walter’s teacher, Ms. Wartlebug, believes that, “it [is] her duty to make sure the children never [learn] 
anything. That way they [will] never reach their dreams. If they never [reach] their dreams, then they 
[won’t] do anything important” (17). 

 Why do you think that Ms. Wartlebug doesn’t want the children to do anything important? 
What is her motivation?  

 What would you do if you were in her class? How would you respond to her as a student? 

 One way that she makes sure the children don’t learn is by teaching them inaccurate 
information. For example, she teaches her class that gravity works because their feet are full of 
rocks.  Why do you think it would be bad for students to have this misinformation? Why is it 
important for teachers to teach the truth? 

 What do you think the duties of a teacher are? 
 

The Mischievous Bean 
 
The author explains that many of Walter’s mischievous behaviors are caused by an imaginary squishy 
bean “that grows in your brain somewhere between the lobe that tells you, Eating paste will result in a 
tummy ache and the lobe that says, Jumping off a building will result in something slightly worse than a 
tummy ache. This bean is that tiny thought between that says, Yes, but doesn’t it look fun?” (51). Unlike 
other children Walter does not  simply do what he is told, but instead acts upon his curious nature and 
desire to experience things for himself. 

  
 Why do you think Walter chooses adventure over safety? 
 What events from the book could be caused by this “bean” in Walter’s brain? 
 What experiences have you had in which you chose to listen to the “bean” instead of doing what 

adults told you to do? 
 Many Moormouthians believe, “that it is far better to be alive than be adventurous” (30). How 

do you feel about this statement? Explain your thinking. 
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Crushed 

Walter’s mother is enraged after discovering that Walter has disobeyed her by digging up the rabbit 
invention she made him bury. She stomps on the rabbit and crushes it into small pieces. However, after 
realizing what she’s done, she pleads with Walter saying, “I just wanted to keep you safe” (55). 

 Why do you think Walter’s mother is so upset by his inventions? What is she trying to keep him 
safe from? 

 What do you think about Walter’s mother’s actions? How could she have handled the situation 
differently?  

 How would you feel if your parent or guardian destroyed something that was precious to you? 
 

Books vs. Real Life 
 

At the beginning of their journey, Cordelia avoids speaking to Walter and most of the time reads or 
writes in her notebook. She prefers books over real life because the ending is already written. “Cordelia 
always worrie[s] about doing things the right way to make sure that nothing bad happen[s]... She [is] the 
kind of person who like[s] to read the ending first, in fact, because that way she [knows] what she [is] 
getting herself into” (110). However, as Cordelia spends more time with Walter on their journey she 
begins to change. 

 

 Are these changes for the better or the worse? Include some specific examples from the book 
that show those changes. 

 Do you agree with Cordelia that books are better than real life? Why or why not? 
 By reading the ending first, Cordelia is able to avoid the feeling of uncertainty that she feels 

most of the time. What are times in your life where you struggle with uncertainty? How do you 
deal with uncertainty during those times? Why do you think we (people) prefer certainty to 
uncertainty? 

 How do you feel about the fact that Cordelia reads the ending of the book first? Is this 
something you do? Explain your reasoning. 
 

Precious Stone 

Once Galena realizes that Walter is the son of the man who made it possible for the miners to reach the 
precious stone, she offers to repay the debt. “So what’ll you be after? We don’t have no money, if that’s 
what you want. When we found the treasure, why, we realized we couldn’t bear sellin’ too much of it to 
the rest of the world. They wouldn’t understand it like we do” (168). Walter simply asks for a ride and 
does not claim any of the stone for himself, except for a small marble in his pocket. 

 If you were Walter, would you have asked for more of the stone? Explain your thinking. 
 How does the fact that the miners chose not to sell the stone shape your opinion of this group? 

Did your opinion change after you read this? Why or why not? 
 Galena tells Walter that the stone is like blood and that it has a mind of its own. It will go with 

someone if it wants to. Yet, a small piece of the stone does go with Walter on his journey. Why 
do you think it chooses Walter? 

 



Duke TIP Book Club 
 

17 

The Future is Now 

The city of Flaster Isle was built to represent “everything Flasterborn thought the future should be” 
(196). This includes doctor robots, mechanical crows, and a desire to rid the world of death. 

 Would ridding the world of death be a good or bad thing? Explain your reasoning. 
 No one in Flaster Isle reads newspapers; instead they listen to the newspapers because, 

“Flasterborn ha[s] decreed that people wouldn’t read in the future---it wasted time” (201). How 
do you feel about this statement? How do you think reading will change in the future? 

 Write a short paragraph describing what you think the future will be like. 

 
Tipping Feelings 

Throughout the book, Tippy is completely devoted to her boss and is sure he is full of magic. When 
Walter’s mother comes to confront Flasterborn, Tippy spies on their conversation because “Tippy [will] 
be sure to protect Flasterborn at all costs” (205). However, when Flasterborn decides to force Walter to 
stay, she begins to feel differently toward her idol.  “Something [has] changed inside Tippy forever. Now 
when she look[s] upon Flasterborn, her tummy [doesn’t] flip; it wrenche[s]” (262). 

 Why do you think Tippy changes her mind about Flasterborn? 
 What would you have done if you were Tippy? 
 As readers, we never learn what happens to Tippy and Flasterborn. 

o How do you think Flasterborn reacts when he discovers that Walter was gone? 
o What do you think Tippy does next? Does she keep working for Flasterborn? Why or 

why not? 
o And if not, what does she do next? 

 
Using Pain 

After Cordelia’s funeral, Walter fears that he will never stop hurting. His mother tells him that the hurt 
will continue but that there are other things he will feel as well, like happiness. She also shares 
something his father always said: “An invention never fails. You simply haven’t found the right use for it 
yet” (332). She suggests that he will find a way to use his pain and, “[w]hen you do find it, you’ll be a 
better person, I imagine” (323). 

 Based on Walter’s mother’s statements, what are the lessons that the author truly wants the 
reader to understand from the book? 

 What do you think Walter will do in the future? How will he use the pain from Cordelia’s death 
to become a better person? 

 How would you have reacted to Walter’s mother’s words if you were Walter? 
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Keep Reading 
 

A few thoughts on books and reading... 

"When I have a little money, I buy books; 
and if I have any left, I buy food and 
clothes."—Erasmus 
 
"The more that you read, the more things 
you will know. The more that you learn, 
the more places you'll go."—Dr. Seuss 
 
"Outside of a dog, a book is man's best 
friend. Inside of a dog it's too dark to 
read."—Groucho Marx 

 

What's next? 

We hope that you enjoyed reading The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson, by Quinn Sosna-
Spear. Check your email for information about our next book club selection. In the meantime, if you are 
looking for a new best friend—and aren't inside a dog—here are some books you might enjoy. Don't 
forget to use the tips from “Writing While You Read” (see pages 19 and 20) to deepen your enjoyment 
and understanding of these books too. 
 

 Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH, by 
Robert C. O’Brien 

 Rasco and the Rats of NIMH, by Jane 
Leslie Conly 

 All Four Stars, by Tara Dairman 
 The Stars of Summer, by Tara Dairman 

(sequel to All Four Stars) 
 The Tell-Tale Start and other books in 

“The Misadventures of Edgar & Allan 
Poe” series by Gordon McAlpine 

 Masterminds, by Gordon Korman 
 My Near-Death Adventures, by Alison 

DeCamp 
 The Scavengers, by Michael Perry 
 A Single Shard, by Linda Sue Park 
 The Island of Dr. Libris, by Chris 

Grabenstein 
 Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library, 

by Chris Grabenstein 
 The Lost Kingdom, by Matthew J. Kirby 
 Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated 

Adventures, by Kate DiCamillo 

 The House of Power, by Patrick Carman 
 Rivers of Fire, by Patrick Carman 
 The Dark Planet, by Patrick Carman 
 The Phantom Tollbooth, by Norton 

Juster 
 Navigating Early, by Clare Vanderpool  
 The Apothecary, by Maile Meloy  
 The Apprentices, by Maile Meloy 

(sequel to The Apothecary) 
 The City of Ember, by Jeanne DuPrau 
 The People of Sparks, by Jeanne DuPrau 
 The Prophet of Yonwood, by Jeanne 

DuPrau 
 The Diamond of Darkhold, by Jeanne 

DuPrau 
 The Mysterious Benedict Society, by 

Trenton Lee Stewart 
 Chasing Vermeer, by Blue Balliett 
 The Lightning Thief, by Rick Riordan 
 Fever 1793, by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 The Invention of Hugo Cabret, by Brian 

Selznick  



Duke TIP Book Club 
 

19 

 



Duke TIP Book Club 
 

20 

 



Duke TIP Book Club 
 

21 

             

 



Duke TIP Book Club 
 

22 

             

 



Duke TIP Book Club 
 

23 

             



Duke TIP Book Club 
 

24 

 

 


