
Side-By-Side Comparison with a Venn Diagram
Creating a Venn Diagram can help you visualize and make sense of the similarities and differences between two or more things. For example, as you 
are reading a book, you could use a Venn Diagram to compare key characters, places, or events.

A basic Venn Diagram is made up of two, partially overlapping circles.  Let’s say you wanted to compare two characters. In the outer part of each 
circle, you would write one character’s name and list the qualities, behaviors, and ideas that make him or her unique and different. In the space where 
the circles overlap, write down characteristics the characters share. If we were comparing Marlin and Dory, from the movie Finding Nemo, here is how 
our Venn Diagram might look.  (If you’ve seen this movie, try adding some observations of your own!):

Finding Common Ground

Marlin Dory
How are 

these two 
characters 

similar?

Both are fish.

Both are loyal.

Both are brave.

Worries a lot.

Very serious.

Making friends is hard.

Care free.

Loves to sing.

Making friends is easy.



Qualities, 
behaviors, 

& ideas they 
share:

Character’s name:

___________________

Qualities, behaviors,  
& ideas that are  

unique and different:

Now you are ready to draw your own Venn Diagram in your Reading Journal! To get started, try something like this:

If you want to compare more than two characters, places, or events, simply add additional circles to your Venn Diagram. Be creative!  
Just pay attention to the places where your circles overlap and look for similarities there. Here are some other possibilities:

Character’s name:

___________________

Qualities, behaviors,  
& ideas that are  

unique and different:


