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Criteria Novice On-Target Advanced 

Communication 

of Quantitative 

Information 

 The methodology concerning 

the ranking is included, but does 

not provide readers with a clear 

representation that conveys the 

process fully   

 Terminology used many not be 

explained for a general reader 

 Key terms involved in developing 

the ranking are communicated 

using comprehensible language. 

 Information about the 

methodology—though simplified—

may not be fully accurate from a 

mathematical standpoint.  

 Information about the 

methodology conveys how the 

ranking was developed, but may 

be presented in a way such that 

the reader could use those terms 

in new contexts. 

 Key terms involved in developing the 

ranking are communicated using 

comprehensible and powerful language. 

 Information about the methodology—though 

simplified—remains mathematically 

accurate.  

 Information about the methodology not only 

conveys how the ranking was developed, 

but also teaches the reader various 

terminology useful in other contexts.   

Ranking 

Methodology 

The student meets some, but not all, 

of the criteria below: 

 The methodology for the ranking 

accounts for the distinction 

between relative and absolute 

variables. 

 In developing the ranking, the 

student accounts for the sizes of 

the different metrics such that 

the metrics can be combined 

meaningfully. 

 In developing the ranking, the 

student uses addition, 

 The methodology for the ranking 

accounts for the distinction 

between relative and absolute 

variables. 

 In developing the ranking, the 

student accounts for the sizes of 

the different metrics such that the 

metrics can be combined 

meaningfully. 

 In developing the ranking, the 

student uses addition, subtraction, 

and multiplication logically. 

 The methodology for the ranking accounts 

for the distinction between relative and 

absolute variables. 

 In developing the ranking, the student not 

only accounts for the sizes of the different 

metrics such that the metrics can be 

combined meaningfully, but also does so in 

a way that retains absolute differences 

within a given metric. 

 In developing the ranking, the student uses 

addition, subtraction, and multiplication 

logically. 
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subtraction, and multiplication 

logically 

Analysis and 

Limitations 

 The student describes emergent 

regional themes from the 

ranking, but may not discuss 

limitations of the ranking 

process. 

 In describing the ranking process, 

the student presents at least one 

limitation of the analysis. 

 The student's description of the 

standardization of variables does 

not capture what is lost through 

the process of standardization. 

 The student describes emergent 

regional themes from the ranking. 

 In describing the ranking process, the 

student deftly balances what the ranking 

accounts for while bringing out two or more 

of its limitations. 

 The student demonstrates a nuanced 

understanding of how the process of 

standardizing variables impacted the 

ranking itself  

 The student not only describes emergent 

regional themes from the ranking, but also 

accounts for the potentially Eurocentric 

nature of their ranking (e.g., including GDP 

as part of happiness). 

 


